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Foreword

1 dzO1fFyYyRQA Yyl dz2NI £ SY@ANRBYYSYyG Aa |y SaaSyidal
and wellbeing. We have a great diversity of native species and ecosystems, but unfortunately
many are under threat.

Pest animals have a major impact on manf our treasured species and places. Between species
like possums browsing on our native plants, stoats and cats eating our native birds and lizards,
goats, deer and pigs damaging the understory and rats impacting on pretty much everything, our
native bodiversity is in for a very hard time. Pest animals can also impact heavily on primary
productivity ¢ for example six or seven possums can eat as much grass in a night as a sheep!

[ dzO1Af & Ay Ylye OFasSa A0Qa Ay Zaindanyplacksii2 Y
especially if we band together to bring consistent control across larger areas.

Council has produced this guide to give you the information you need to humanely protect our

special places, be they the local bush, around your Sou2 NJ @ 2 dzNJ £ 2 0F £ O2 YY dzy |
strike a balance between keeping the information simple and providing enough information for

you to be successful. We hope you find it useful.

Phil Brown

Head of Natural Environment Delivery, AucklandCouncil

Image opposite Ship rat eating a bird eggourceb An  al ydz bl GdzNBE LYI 3Sa



Thesevenkey
principles of
predator control

Onec do it safely

.S adaNB (2 F2ft26 GKS LINRBRAzOG f I o0 Sf egadihgighage, RI G|
andalways use personal protective equipment. If you are unsure of how to safely and effectively use the

toxin, ask the supplier or contact Aucklahd® dzy OA f Q& b | (i dzNbdnf(09)BYLAMMNE YV YSyYy (i (0 ¢
pedfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

In more populated areas, use traps in place of toximseduce the amount of toxins being used in the
environment. Traps will often not completely remove a population from an area, so toxins can be pulsed
(explained below) to control any remaining anim&{itoxins shalld be contained withira housingstation

and along with all trapgositionedto reduce risk®f harmingnon-target species.

Where toxins are required, pulse their use, limiting the pulses to four per year, aiming for each pulse to be
between two and four weeks long. The best months are August, November, January and April. Always
remove allremaining toxins from stationat the end of a pulse, this reduces the availability in the
environment and remove bait before it gets degraded.

Two ¢ know the home range of the target animal

The home range of the target animal will helptermine the distance between tools (your traps and bait
stations).

YY26Ay3 +ty FYAYLFIfQa K2YS Nry3aS gAft faz2 KStLI RS
re-invade an area, so will help you determine the shapdsize of a control ared.ong thin areas are less

viable than rounder areas as pest animals can more easitweale.

Threec use favoured habitat to choose tool placement
Placing control tools in favoured habitat areas of the target animal will increase the chance of that anima
encountering the tool, leading to a better likelihood of successful control.

If a control area does not have suitable favoured habitat for the target animal there may be no need to
place tools there


mailto:pestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Four ¢ frequency of breeding guides thizequency of control

This helps guide how ofteyourtools need to be activated to keep up withe target animal populatiorg
matching the rate of control with the target animal rate of breeding. Control is best carried out before a
pest animal breedandduring fledging time to reduce the rate of increase of gestpopulation and
increasebenefitto biodiversity.

Fivec time your control to be the most cost effectivgou can
Control needs to bapplied over both winter and sprind here aréwo aspects to this timing:

A Pest animal control is often most effective in the winter months. During winter there is less food
available in the environment and target animals have higher energy requiremeiesp warm,
making bait more attractive.

A Havingpest animal numbers low in spring wWiklp protect native species populatiarighis is
because spring is when bird species are breeding, spending more time on the nest or in burrows,
with chicks on the néor in burrows and are more vulnerable.

SxcuaS GKS FTYAYFfQa 0SKIF@A2dzNI GNIF AGa | 3AFAyad
When controlling pest animals, it is important to remember that one reason why they are successful
predators is their ability to quickly adapt to nesituations and features in their environment.

To maintain effective control, project managers should ensure a variety of tools are used when targeting
pest animals. This can involve not only activating and deactivating existing deployed tools in platsy b
using different tools, such as alternative bait or traps.

Doing so will help counter the adaptability behaviour of pest animals, and in combination with
implementing the other key principles of pest animal control, will help deliver lasting efgotist animal
control to a project.

Seveng do it humanely

While the animal species outlined in this guide can impact heavily on our native species, they still need to
be treated with respectWhere possible, NAWA@&pproved traps should be used in the prescribed

manner, as they have been through a thorough testing process.

When euthanising animals caught in he@pture traps, he standard that must be met is th#te animal

must becontrolledin a way thatachieveghe following two elements

a) rendered insensibleuficonscious)

b) death immediately follows

Please refer to the sectidButhanising live pest animad® page67 for more information.

When using toxins to control pest animalse the most appropriate one for your target species, to prevent
prolonged suffering. Use them specifically as directed to also reduce welfare impacts-tergeinspecies.

1 NAWAC - National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee. Part of their role is to test traps for welfare performance.
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/vertebrate-pests/traps



https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plants-animals-fungi/animals/vertebrate-pests/traps

Planning
considerations

Before starting a pest contrgbrogram,it is useful to consider:

What native plants and animals are present

What pest species are present

The levels to which pestaustbe reduced toand for how longto make a difference

What monitoring needs to bdone in order to determine if the pest control is working and the
desired results are being achieved

Ripple effects or side effects that might occur and how to minimise thes@ow will stoat control
affect a rabbit population in the same area?

The mamgement of kauri dieback

What other control is being done nearby

Will you need signage?

If you are planning to work on public land, have you got permissions from the land manager
(e.g. Council or DOT)

o To Do Do Do

To To To o

What are the beneficial and the harmful species in your area?
LT &2dz YySSR KSfLJI ARSYyGATeAyd (GKS yridA@dS FE2NF I yR
SE LIS NI Q& , thexg aré deviiidl Bidine tools to help.

iNaturalist - upload photos oplants, animals, insects and more, then have them identified. You can learn in
more depth about a species and look at other projects people around New Zealand are involved in
https://inaturalist.nz/

Landcare ResearcHfind results of research and more extensive descriptions of plants, animals and fungi in
New Zealanthttp://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/plangimalsfungi

They also have asearcht@l f f SR a2 KFd Aada (GKA&a 0dz3Qd ¢KS LINBaSy
of ground invertebrates such as groundtwand ground beetles can be another sign of pest animal control
efforts: http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/resources/identification/animals/biswhat-is-this-bug

Pest Detective To help determine which pests you may have at your place check out this website:
www.pestdetective.org.nz
It contains information on the regular culprits, the damage they cause and the clues they leave behind.

Or, check out th&iaki Tamaki Makaurawebsite for more links and information
https://www.tiakitamakimakaurau.nz/



https://inaturalist.nz/
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What monitoring should be done?

Monitoring your target pest animals over time will help you understand if you are makirdjffeeence
you intend to and can help guide your control work.

Ideally you should do your first round of monitoring before you start your project or place your control
tools in the project areg this gives you a baseline to compare results with.

AucklandCouncil has created a detailed community monitoring guide to help you design this aspect of your
project. You can find it dtttps://knowledgeauckland.org.nz/publications/aucklasdmmunity-ecological
monitoring-guide-a-frameworkfor-selectingmonitoringmethods/

There are several apps we recommend that you can input your dat& ifitap.nz [ittps://trap.nz/) or
CatchITIfttps://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~fewster/Cat€T/) being the main two.

We have a basic summany recommended monitoring method# the end of these guidelines.

What pest controlis being done nearby?

While doing pest control is important, it is equally important not to do it in isolation fronréseof

landscape around you.

We encourage you to work with your neighbours and people in your neighbourhtad minimises the

chance of reinvasion into your area. Also, the wider an area of control, the more chance there is for species
and habitat recovery.

Will you need signage?

Sighage is necessary when usiegebratetoxins, especially if you are working on public laaddshould
be placed at athormalentrances to the site. The type of signaged the duration it should be present
may varydepending on e toxin used.

This guideexplains the minimum requirements and rules, and gives some practical advice on applying them
https://www.bionet.nz/assets/Uploads/BBignage?201804-L R.pdf

Forfurther A Y F2 NX I GA 2y 2y aA3dyl 3S NEhtz/NERSeoivarz/lagsS S 2 2 NJ
andrequlations/signaggequirementsfor-vertebratetoxiccagents/

Signage for traps is also recommended in some situatidhis is not compulsory, but warning the public
that traps are present in the area is a good safety measure.

Minimising side effects andpple effects

Consideration should be given to what the s&fécts and ripple effects may be and minimising them.
Sideeffects include direct impacts, e.g. the accumulation of toxins in the environment and the trapping of
non-target species. Ripple effes are undesirable biological responses to pest control such as the increase
of rats once stoats are controlled, which in turn could lead to increased predation of insects and seeds.
Where possible, try to implement an integrated pest management progranargeting all serious
biodiversity pests and potential problem species.


https://knowledgeauckland.org.nz/publications/auckland-community-ecological-monitoring-guide-a-framework-for-selecting-monitoring-methods/
https://knowledgeauckland.org.nz/publications/auckland-community-ecological-monitoring-guide-a-framework-for-selecting-monitoring-methods/
https://trap.nz/
https://www.stat.auckland.ac.nz/~fewster/CatchIT/
https://www.bionet.nz/assets/Uploads/B7-Signage-2018-04-LR.pdf
https://worksafe.govt.nz/laws-and-regulations/signage-requirements-for-vertebrate-toxic-agents/
https://worksafe.govt.nz/laws-and-regulations/signage-requirements-for-vertebrate-toxic-agents/

Kaurl deback

Kauri dieback diseasPlfytophthora agathadicidehas been identified as a serious threat to kauri and kauri
ecosystems and has been identified in various sites throughout the Auckland region (including Great Barrier
LaftlyRY GKS 2FAGn{SNB wlky3aSa I yR &adz2NN&Ethnthkeas (GKS !
northern part of our region). There are still many discrete areas and localised sites that remain free of kauri
dieback diseassymptomsat this stage.

A microscopic selborne disease, kauri dieback can spread through movement of swter.

Consequently, containment and hygiene measures to reduce the spread are essential to preserving kauri
for future generations. Any movement of soil (on footwear, vehicles, machinery, equipment and tools) has
the potential to spread kauri dieback dise. The risk of spreading the disease both within an area and
introducing it into healthy areas of kauri should be addressed by anyone working in areas with kauri
present.

There are currently no approved tools for the treatment of kauri dieback. Cleéoobgear, vehicles,

tools, equipment and machinery is the single most important management action available apart from
avoiding infected areas.

Hygiene protocols must be followed to limit the humassisted spread of kauri dieback.

A phytosanitary kit (consisting of a spray bottle of Sterigene disinfectant and a brush) needs to be carried
by every member of the group at all times during their work.

Prior to starting your day, ensure that all foatar, gear and equipment are soil free. As an added

precaution spray Sterigene on all footwear, gear and equipment before enteringdls wwhere kauri are
present.Cleaning of footwear and equipment is carried out by removing all soil and debris usibgugh

and then applying Sterigene. It is important that every effort is made to remove all soil prior to applying
Sterigene, as it cannot penetrate caked on soil.

If travelling between healthy kauri areas and confirmed infected areas, plan your gay seork in

healthy areas first. Avoid working in kauri areas in wet weather if possible, as this increases the risk of soil
movement.

Having a spare pair of footwear that is used in vehicles (put boots used in the field in the back cab) can help
reduce the spread of dirt via vehicle footwells between sites and drivers.

At the start and end of each day.

At all fixed phytosanitary stations along the track network.

Every time track networks are exited andertered.

Before entering and after exiting a kauri area (defined as a continual stand of kauri or within three
times the dripline of individual kauri).

=A =4 =4 =4

Visit the national programme website for more informatiamw.kauridieback.co.nz

Image opposite Kauri trees in Parry Kauri Pa8ourceJFarnworth
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Writing your pest
management plan

A project plan can be anything from a simple one pager to a detailed restoration plan. For most community
IANRdzLJAYZ | AAYLX S LI Iy akKz2dzZ R adzZFFAOSsE K26SOSNI AiGQ
whatA G A& @2dz ¢l yd G2 I OKA SRISargerlprgjétts We2réconim2rdkSeiding 3 S G G A
the advice of &onservatiomAdvisor or Park Ranger.

Spending time considering the impacts of your actions in the initial phase of your project cdrugave
amounts of time and effort once the project commences. It can even make the difference between success
FYR FFAfdzNBEP wS3IAFNRESaa 2F GKS aAi S 2F @2dzNJ LINp2S

what doyou want to achieve? What is the outcome that you want?

These are the outcomes that will ensure your overall goal is met.

What are the tasks that will need to happen to achieve the almuteomes? Will these tasks need to
happen all year round or just during specific seasons?

Will the group supply all the labour, or do you need some contract help? Will you fundraise yourselves or
apply for funding to organisations?

You may need to work progressively towards a larger goal. Be realistic and set achievable yearly targets.

What will you do to measure the results of your efforts and monitor the effect on the outcome of those
efforts?

Do members of your group require any specialist training to undertake the tasks safely? Do you need a
Healthand Safety plan in place to ensure that volunteers and privatelowneQ interests are protected?



Do you need a structure of some kind or will you just appoiab-ardinator? Is it useful to become a
registeredsociety orsimilar? Will you have formal regular meetings or informaltggethers? Will you
need abankaccount! NJ g A ff | y2G3KSNJ 2NBFyAaldiAz2zy oS F+y adzyoN

Do you have enough people to undertake the tasks?

Will you communicate regularly with the group and neighbours? It helps to think about how you will

LJdzo £ AOA &S @2dzNJ LIN22SOGs FGGNY OG @2t dzyiSSNBR |yR S

Maintaining what you have started. How long will ttake, and how often will you have to d@it
Progressing a project without maintaining what has been done already is counterproductive.

We can help with a template for writing your plan whether your project is large or small; just contact us on
09 301 01Q orpestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz



mailto:pestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz




ontrolling
pest animals

The following sections contain advice specific to several pest animal spesiggs of their presence,

impacts on the environment and best practice advice on controlling them with methods such as traps and
toxins.

The animals featured in this guide are:

Possums

Mustelids (stoats, weasels and ferrets)
Rats

Mice

Unownedcats(feral and stray)
Hedgehogs

Rabbits and hares

Goats

Deer

Feral pigs

Wasps

Pest birds (e.g. magpies, mynas)

Some control methods are not suitable for evéype of site; we will indicatevhich method is best suited
to the location you are working ifThis is a general guide, as each site is different it is important to consider
the specifics of each site befousing traps or toxinge.g.Yes Varies No

Parks and Reserveses Private Property:No

Image opposite Victor Professional rat trap & tunnel. Sourpeedatorfreenz.org



Possums

Why are they ahreat to native wildlife?

Possums can devastate forests and their fauna. They alter the composition of the forest by

heavily browsing theifavoured food trees which can disrupt vital ecological processes such as flowering,
fruiting, seed dispersal and germination.

For native wildlifeli KS L2 &dadzy A& 0620K | F22R O2YLISGAG2NI | yR |
that possums eat eggshicksandadult birds Autopsies have revealed that theysomunch through a

wide range of invertebrates.

Possums:

A Feed at night and sleep during the day

A Are good communicators and are known to make 22 different calls/saunds

A SometimesiVe in treesbut commonly dens are underground in culverts, tree roots at base of
trees etc. As0 move across open country and graze on pasture

A Often follow the same track, forming flattened paths about 20 cm wide

A Have an average home range of 200nidrest butwill travel 15 times this lengtfor seasonal food
resources and have multiple nest sites

A Have favourite trees that are visited regularly, often recogdibg extensive@atch marks in their
bark, and heavy browsing of leaves and fruit.

A Are very curious andill investigate new objects in their territory. Use this to yadwantageé

Their dislike of wet weather although they can swimg makes possum control much moseccessful in
periods of fine weather. Colder temperatures are better as viRlssums have seasonal preferences and
are opportunistic feeders. Traps or bait stations can be moved to target seasonal food supplies such as:
Pine pollen in JulyAugust

Willow-poplar budding in Octobelbecember

Kareao (applejach, taraire, lmau, tawafruiting in MayAugust

Late summer podocarp fruit such aitara.

Various orchard trees when in fruit throughout the year

To Do To To To Do

Agricultural cropsg swedes, kale, fodder beet, young grass/clover. Damage to these crops will
cause a feed budget losslendowners/farmers.

Targeting fresh possum sign can also be effective. Presence of possum trails, extensive browse and fruit
damage, scratching on territorial and play trees, faeces etc can indicate where possums are present.

Image opposite A possuniaking a chick from a Song Thrush nest. Rats may sometimes follow a predatory possum
around. Sourceb 3n al ydz bl Gdz2NB LYI 3Sa






Toxins

Which Toxin is best for your programme?

There are multiple toxineegistered for possums control in New Zealgindluding cyanide paste and
encapsulated cyanide, cholecalciferol, 1080, brodifacoum, and pindone.

In urban areagoxins should only be used on private propertis is because there are no lockable bait
stations available for possum$herefore, it is not appropriate to use toxins in Honkable stations in
areas accessible by the public.

Brodifacoumgcholecalciferobnd pindone are the only possum baits that do not nedé2iSt, as long ashey
are contained within bait stations here are other toxinsuch as cyanidaevhich require a&CSL

For large areas (in excess of 50 hectanglen possum density is moderate to high or they need to be
controlled to very low levels for long periodsd. duringkerem or kllkako nesting), Feratox is a useful tool.
CSNI} G2E o6SyOFLladzZ I SR Oel yARS0 A& 2FGSy dzaSR F2NJ
controlled to maintain low levels with trapping or other toxins.

It is important to note thatats need to be controlled to moderate to low levels to enable the use of

Feratox for possum control. The use of Feratox is best delivered by a contiatatox should be laid at

least twice, around 7 days apart, and all bait should be pulled in anteof a control period.

Some toxins (1080, Cyanide, high strength Brodifacoum (0.005%)) may only be used by a person holding a
Controlled Substances Licence (CSL) and additionally need the approval of the Regional Public Health
Service. This certificatin is commonly called an MOH and is given byRbhgional Public Health Servime

behalf of the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA).

Some toxins deliver the best results with geding of a nortoxic bait. These include 1080, Cyanide paste
(not Feratox)and someDiphacinonegpaste formulations.

Locations
Toxin in bait stations works best when pladeBmoff the ground attached to a tre¢hey should be a
minimumof 10 metres back from road or track edges and out of sight.

Permission is required from land managers on Auckland Council parkland or Department of Conservation
land before any bait is placed at these locations.

No stock must be able to access bait.

Further information about the multiple toxins available for possum control is available from Auckland
Councid bl GdzNJ f 9 §O@BALNROY o6&k @ duSklandcouncil.govt.nz

2 Controlled Substances License


mailto:pestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

When should you use the toxin?

For the maximum benefit to birdlife, possum poisoning is best concentrated just before and

during the bird breeding season, which for most species runs from August to January.

Possums will eat almost anything, so they are attracted to a variety of blitgever, theylearn quickly
Sublethal poisoningcan result in possums becoming bait shiis ioften the result ofusinglow quality or
degraded poison baitdack of prefeedingor continual baiting/earround by not pulsing

What is pulsing?

Pulsing of baiting and trapping means placing bait in bait stations for specified periods of time throughout

the year, as opposed to all year round. There are several reasons for doing this;

A It reduces the labour component required to achieve effectioetml of the target species.

A Targets pest animal species at times when they are most accessible for control.

A Targets pest animal species at key times of the year when native species are breeding and are more
vulnerable.

A Keeps the control tools new ariteresting as a result more effective than if kept set/ baited all the
time.

A Reduces the amount of toxin in the environment over the course of the year.

7
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Possum scavenges abamaal keren nest.Sourceb I n al y




Single feed pulsingxample:Brodifacoum
Parks and Reservesto, Private Property:Yes

A Forasecondgeneration toxin such as brodifacoymhich is a single feed artbagulantit only
needs to be pulsetlvice a year June and Octobér

A In this pulseyou fill the bait statioron day one, refillon daysfive and 14. Removehe bait at the
end of weelfour to end the pulse (as below).

A When ending the pulsenake sure you remove all bait in stations and dispose of it cortectly
degraded bait can make animals bait shy as it is not as effective.

A Becausst is a single feed toxin, it has a higher chance ettaal dose being consumeds
whatever eats it will die.

A Theantidote is vitaminK1, available from vets

Table 1: Brodifacoum baiting programme for possums

Month April May June July August September October November December
Week 1 2 3412 341234123412341234123412314123A24
Fill bait on
day 1and 5
Refill bait on
day 14
Remove bait
on day 30
Avoid prolonged use of brodifacoura.¢.Talon and Pestoff)ecause iis persistent in the environment and
has secondary poisoning effects which can be detrimental to many species in the food chain. Use such

poisons whemecessarybut be aware that over time these toxins can build up in birds suchras
(morepork) and ki to lethal levels.

Multi feed pulsing examplePindone

Parks and Reservesto, Private Property:Yes

A For the use ofirst generation bait such as pindopehich is a multfeed anticoagulant toxinit
only needs to be pulsevice a year (June and October).

A In this pulse you fill the bait station on; day 1, dagn@lday 5. Then refill day 14. If less than half
the bait from the previous fill is present on the day 14 fill, consider filling again on day 17. Remove
bait end of week 4.

A Asis it a multi feed poisgit is very important that it is available for 5 nights/(filling 3x) for the
possum to be able to consume a lethal dose. If bait is not available for this length of time, control
will not be effective, and may result in possums receiving a shbllebse and becoming bait shy.

A Theantidote is vitamin Klavailable from vets

For more information on pulsing for toxins cont#aickland 2 dzy OAf Q& b | ( dzNJof 9y @A NP
private property, or Park Rangers for pagtgireserves.



Table 2: Pindone baiting programme for possums

Month April May June July August September October November December

Week 1 2 3 412 341234123412 3412341234123412324
Fill bait on I I

day 1and 5
Refill bait on I I

day 14
Remove bait I I

on day 30

Further Toxin Considerations:

A There is a legal requirement that bistdistributed in bait stationandnot spread on the ground
which requires &ontrolled Substansd.icence, and approval from the local Medical Officer of
Health.

A Ensure appropriate signage is displayed and information correct.

A vrtgslea NBI Peland Sfety @ata shfeDefore distributinftoxins are split into
smaller quantities from the original container, a product label and Safety Data Sheet is required to
accompany the toxin until its use.

A Ensure stock and domestic animal precautionsfalewed. Grazing stock should not have access
to bait, even if spilled from a bait station.

A Ensure you know the antidotand if you suspect poisoning in nterget animals or yourself
contact your vet or doctoimmediately.

C2NJ Y2NB AYT2NXI GA2Yy 2y G2EAya | O ihe appehdBes T 2 NJ & 2 dzN.

What bait stations should | be using?
Philproof bait stations are recommended when
using toxin for possum control. They are mountd
to a tree with a top and bottom nail and have a
removable bottom plate for refilling the toxin
during each plse.Height recommendations are tg
install bait stationd..5m above groundand
mounted side on to the treeBait stations should
be placedl0 metresoff track edges, or where
they are not easily seen Ipassershy. Another
bait station option is the &htinel possum bait
station. This has kd on the top that possums can

open. It however does not last as well in sunny Philproofbait stations for possum control. Source:
conditions as the plastic deteriorates http://www.pestcontrolsolutions.co.nz/TrapsBait.html

How many bait stations do | need?
You should aim to have 1 bait station per hectare for possums to achieve effective control. This can be
achieved by having bait station lines 100 metres apart, and a bait station 100 rdetseseach line.



Trapping or shooting

Trapping or night shooting using a spotlight is most effective when possum numbers have been reduced to
low levels by poisoning, or an area is small (under 50 hectares), and comirokid at minimising
reinvasion.Shooting is only suited at vg large rural areas and with a low powered firearm or shot gun.

Traps placed on the ground work best, but they should be a minimum 10 metres back from road or track
edges and out of sightf these two pointgdistance and out of sight) are not possible, then traps should be
raised to 1.5 metres above the grourifiground dwelling native birds are present at the control ditap

sets should be raised 700mm off the ground. If Weka are presaps should beraised 1.5 metres off the
ground.

In a dog offleash area, or other site where there is a higher than normal likelihood of pets or children
encountering the traps, traps should always be raised, even if they are well off track.

Permission is required frotand managers on Auckland Council parkland or Department of Conservation
land before anyrap is placed at these locations.

When can | use shooting for possum control?
Parks and Reservesto Private Property:Yes(Need to have a firearms license)

Shooting for possum control should only be undertakervery largeprivate property and is not permitted

on public parks and reserveBtapping should be preferentially considered before shooting is used as a
control option.Night shooting with spotlights can sometimes be effective in more open terrain, around the
margirs of small forest blocks and in isolated trees. Regular night shooting is a useful gauge on the number
of possums in an area but is never likely to control possums down to very low levels across a whole bush
block.

When using firearms, all users must bavfirearms licence. Trsevenrules of firearm use must be

observed at all times. These rules can be viewedtats://www.police.govt.nz/adviceservies/firearms
safety/safety/seveHirearmssafety

When should | use trapping for possuoontrol?

Trapping is a viable option for possum control if you are looking to reduce the amount of toxins used in the
programme, have a small area you are controlling, or want to continue control between pulses (year
round). It is also useful if toxins hawbeen used to control possums for a long time an area as it is a

different option and can catch potentially bait shy possums.

Trapping should also be pulsed to target control peandover the bird breeding seasoRor possum

control on smaller parks an@servestrapping is the preferred methodtor further information contact

your local Park Ranger on (09) 3010101

Table 3: Trap pulsing programme for possums

Month April May June July August  September October November December

Week 1 2 3 41234123412 34123141234123412314123214

Check Once I I
Check Twice I I


https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/firearms-safety/safety/seven-firearms-safety
https://www.police.govt.nz/advice-services/firearms-safety/safety/seven-firearms-safety

Pulsing with traps:
Parks and Reserveses Private Property:Yes

A Trapping should be pulsédice per yar, witheach pulse being two weeks consecutive.

A Traps should be checked 2x in the first waekl 1x in the second week as a minimuthcapacity
allows additional checks within the first 4 nights this will be beneficial.

A An exception for a puls® belonger than two weeks can be madaetie area is relatively small
(<10 hectares) and is surrounded by some possum habitat. Due to the small nature of such areas
reinvasion is high compared to the population of possums within the control area. As a result
catches may continue for longer than expected for small reserves

A Traps should be secured so that when sprthey will remain in position.

A Possum specific lure should be used ample with cinnamon, icing sugandflour. No meat or
fish due to risk$or norrtarget animals.

A In parks and reserves, trapbould be placed 10 metres off track edges, where they are not easily
seen by passefgy. If this cannot be achievettapsshould be installed 1.5 metres off the ground
on a wooden stand to reduce risksnontarget speciesandchildren.

What traps are available?

The most commonly used traps in Auckland are the single kill Trapisadofimmdraps. Of these,
¢CNFLAYFG2NER NB GKS Y2NB KdzYlyS 2LGA2Yy FYyR FNB (K
possible to elevate the trap off the grountihere are other traps available on the market. Contaatkland

/| 2dzy OAf Q& b I (i dzNJ09) 302010k pBinge@ByEkiandedihcgovt. far further

information.

Trapinator

Parks and Reserveses Private Property:Yes

Trapinator possum traps aleimane,easy to set and great for projects where volunteers assist with

OGN LILAYy3Id ¢KS& INB (UNBS Y2dzyi SR 6KAOK YSlIya GKSe
they are installed B metre off the groundThis also makes them the best choice oblguparkland if
GKSNBQa | KAIKSNI GKIFyYy y2NXIf NRal] 2F LISGa 2N OKAf
where traps cannot be hidden 10m off tracKyapinators are simple to use with a side lever that is pushed
forward to arm the trap. Aait bar inside the trap is commonly smeared with peanut butter to lure in

possums. Detailed setting instructions can be foundnatv.cmisprings.com/trapinator_instruction.html

Timms traps
Parks and Reserves:es Private Property:Yes
¢CAYYa GNIX LA FNB | O2YY2y>x Straeé (2 dzaS GNI LD |1 26S9
animals escaping rather than being killechiediately. This means they may be slightly less effective and
humane than a Trapinator.

As with all trapsTimms trapsieed to be stable, not rock around, abd secured to the ground, a tree or a
wooden platform.Traps on public land should be placed at least 10m off track and hidden from public view
if at all possiblelf the above is not possihler weka are presenthe trap should be raised 1.5m off the

ground to reduce risk to children and pets.


mailto:pestfree@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
http://www.cmisprings.com/trapinator_instruction.html

Raised Timms traps must sit at the same angle that they would if placed flat on the ground. This requires a
flat platform (see photo below); do not attach Timms traps directly to the side of aB@®ause of this,
Trapinatorsare a better choice where a raised trap is required (abevefor more information on

Trapinators).

Traps should only be baited when they aeset andshould be kept clear of debris to allow correct
function andnot discourage pests from entering the trap. Setting off your trap whebaiting also allows
you to check is functional.

Timmes traps ardest baited with a piece of fruuch as ampple sprinkled with cinnamon, lemon or

orange peellf using citrus fruitbe sure to remove any fruit flesh, and only use the actual peel so that the
bait pins in traps do not corrode from the acids in the fruit. Use medium sized pieces oé foguit/8th of

an apple) to encourage possums to reach into the trap with theinti®instead of hands.

Do not be tempted to use large pieces of fruit, as this can affect the trigger mechanism and make it harder
for the possum to set the trap ofAdditional lure on the bait can increase trap catch.

The sensitivity of Timms traps cha altered by bending the bar backwards or forwards. If using Timms
traps in kiwi areas, mount them on the end of a 6 x 1 piece of timber, screw this into thattageeight of
700mm off the groundnd use as a ramp. Cut a small channel at the bottotheoTimmskeyhole shaped
trap entrance to allow the bait spike to be pulled outside the trap. This will alldvaiteng while the trap is
attached to the platform.

¢2 FGAONY OO0 LIRaadzya (2 GKS GNILXE YIS dzLJ a2YS Wof
can be made from mixingne part icing sugar tdour partswhite flour, with a good dash of spice such as
cinnamon. This will help to attract animdig sight, smell and taste. This is best used during dry weather.

Tips and tricks

A Well cared for Timms traps can last for
over 10 years. To prolong their life, do
not set them off empty as the force of
this can crack the top.

A Use a cube of polystyrene smeared
with peanut or plum jam as langlife
lure.

A If your trap has stopped catching,
change its shape by placing a rock or
branch on top, or move it a few meters.
This may cause a curious possum to
investigaS G KAad WySgQ 202S00Gd hNJ LidzZ a$
the setting and baiting of the trap.

A Placing traps out of view will reduce
tampering risks

A Make sure the trap is securely fastened to the ground or platform to avoid it being set off by possums
before entering the trap.

A Ifyou are worried about children or pets arounau can place the tgas on a platform approximately
1.5meters off the ground ashown in tle abovephoto.



















































































































































